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CreativeMED project aims at conceiving and disse-
minating a bottom-up smart specialisation model 
dedicated to enhance and support Mediterra-
nean creativity and innovation potential. This 
capitalises five successful projects of 2007-2013 
MED programme, fostering alternative and inno-
vative experiences that create economic value 
through culture-based dynamics.

Capitalized projects

The core objective of CHORD 
project was to foster rural economic 
and cultural valorisation, promoting 

cultural innovative and creative clusters. 
CHORD project has developed a common 
sustainable approach meant to exploit the 
potential of touristic sector as a driver for 

the whole economy, through the crea-
tion of innovative cultural services. 

SMILIES has developed a trans-
national Mediterranean approach 

to attract and increase the most sui-
table profiles of Small Smart Industries 
in Islands. SMILIES produced studies on 
the potential impact of innovation poli-
cies targeted to develop new types of 

industrial products, processes and 
industries in MED islands. 

The MEDLAB project has created 
a permanent trans-Mediterranean 

structure bringing together R&D and 
local authorities to co-design innovative 

Information and Communication Techno-
logy (ICT) services in key fields: inno-SME, 
rural development, coastal zone mana-

gement, participatory strategic plan-
ning and tourism.  

Municipality of Prato / Italy 
www.comune.prato.it

Consorzio ARCA / Italy 
www.consorzioarca.it

Region of Central Macedonia / Greece 
www.pkm.gov.gr

Business Development Agency of  
Rethymnon Chamber of Commerce  
and Industry / Greece 
www.rcci-developcom.gr

Union of Hellenic Chambers of  
Commerce / Greece 
www.uhc.gr

E-Zavod, Institute for Comprehensive 
Development Solutions / Slovenia 
www.ezavod.si

University of Valencia / Spain 
http://www.uv.es/econcult/

Chamber of Commerce of Seville / Spain 
www.camaradesevilla.com

University of Evora / Portugal 
www.uevora.pt

Larnaka District Development Agency  
/ Cyprus 
www.anetel.com

Agency for Sustainable Mediterranean 
Cities and Territories (AViTeM) / France 
www.avitem.org

Brodarski Institute / Croatia 
www.hrbi.hr

Over the last few years, textile 
sector has undergone radical 

transformations due to increasing 
production costs, tighter environmental 

constraints and the onset of strong inter-
national competition. The overall objective 
of TEXMEDIN is to create a transnational 

cluster to boost partners’ territories 
competitiveness in textile and clo-
thing sector by focusing on quality, 

design and innovation.

www.creativemed.eu

SOSTENUTO has linked the 
experience of different pilot expe-

riences (creative business incubator, 
non-monetary exchange system, arts 
& crafts cluster and a set of territorial 

governance initiatives) and has identified 
some of the elements that explain the 
emergence of new forms of economic 
and social organization and reinforce 

the innovation capacity in the 
cultural sector. 
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CreativeMED project CreativeMED model Smart Specialisation Strategy (S3)

CreativeMED project aims to trace and 
convey alternative business models, 
which create economic value by using 
culture-based dynamics. By gathering 
several MED projects’ outcomes that have 
worked to promote other practices (such 
as cultural anchoring, open network orga-
nisations, innovation mixes, collective lear-
ning and shared values, etc.), its objective 
is to capitalize these projects, and draw up 
bottom-up development model, based on 
the concept of Smart Specialisation.

The project co-develops an integrated 
policy model and its implementation with 
three workgroups: policy-makers, local and 
regional actors in 12 participating regions, 
and the expert community in related fields 
such as culture, economics, innovation and 
development.

Co-financed by the MED Programme, 
the expected outcomes include an integra-
ted development model and a “self-diagno-
sis” tool box, as well as a White Paper provi-
ding Mediterranean specific policy insights 
and recommendations.

Smart Specialisation, what 
does it mean? At the heart of emer-
ging innovation strategies, the concept 
of Smart Specialisation is a strategic ap-
proach to economic development. This 
aims at prompting regions to adopt a mo-
del of economic development adapted to 
their particular strengths and optimising 
the use of public funding for a “smart, 
sustainable, and inclusive growth”. 

Following this programme, territories 
explore, assess and identify their own 
characteristics and assets, build par-
tnerships, concentrate their human and 
financial means in their specific, most 
competitive and promising sectors, and 
create a synergy involving local authori-
ties, businesses, research centres, univer-
sities, businesses and civil society. 

Smart Specialisation helps dissemina-
ting a different vision of the economic 
development. Providing concentrated 
support to Research & Innovation with 
the explicit purpose of increasing wealth 
and prosperity, it encourages territories 
to set strategic priorities and generates, 
at European scale, a powerful synergy 
through crossed networks of comple-
mentary excellences, and more balanced 
governance.

Based on three main pillars:
Diagnosis of territorial assets, scenario 
building based on priorities and objec-
tives

Territorial innovation: creativity valori-
sing MED cultural/natural specificities

Trans-local socio-economic ecosys-
tem 

Creative MED model:
Integrates Smart Specialisation strate-
gies by blending technical and social 
innovation

Offers methods and tools to enhance  
regional innovation capacity

Develops entrepreneurship based on a 
better valorisation of cultural and natu-
ral assets of Mediterranean territories

Clarifies the need for bottom-up and 
collaborative approaches at all steps 
of elaboration and implementation of 
Smart Specialisation policies.

www.creativemed.eu
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